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Public Health. To this end he includes sections on general and clinical
bacteriology, clinical mycology, immunity, animal parasites and disease vectors,
Public Health laboratory practices, field work, surveys, and office problems.
The book is designed to be chiefly a laboratory manual and notebook,
although much text is included as well, and the selection of experiments is
complete and well organized. The difficulties of inserting all of this material
into the confines of less than 500 pages are enormous and from a literary
standpoint, in particular, only too evident. There are many infelicitous
expressions, and statements are often condensed with so much pressure that
some ambiguity results. It is unfortunate that a book which would seem to
fill a real need in medical schools lacking Departments of Public Health
should be marred by so many distracting features. PHILIP B. COWLES.
THE NEW-BORN INFANT. A Manual of Obstetrical Pediatrics.
By Emerson L. Stone. Lea & Febiger, Philadelphia, 1938. 2nd
Ed., 291 pp. $3.
This is a useful book. The author, concentrating his thought on the
new-born infant, has succeeded in combining obstetric and pediatric thought
on this subject with discrimination and completeness. That such an effort
should prove eminently useful is witnessed by the foreword to the first edition
by Professor J. Whitridge Williams, who wrote: "Unfortunately most
obstetricians tend to be interested almost exclusively in the problems offered
by the mother and to minimize those presented by the child. On the other
hand the pediatric specialist rarely has the opportunity to supervise large
numbers of newly-born infants, with the result that the recognition and
treatment of many important diseases and abnormalities occurring in them
are deferred to the detriment of the child."
Keeping his objective ever in mind Stone has succeeded in producing a
thoroughly scientific and up-to-date work. Not a little praise should be
given to the fine literary style which makes this book thoroughly readable.
HERBERT THOMS.
VIRus DISEASES AND VIRUSES. By Sir Patrick P. Laidlaw.
Cambridge University Press - Macmillan, New York, 1938.
Pp. 52.
This is the 1938 Rede Lecture and, as all such lectures must, it offers
a general survey of the subject with which it deals. But unlike so many
discussions of this type, the author is not content merely to record experi-
mentally observed facts and point out the difficulties in formulating an
embracing concept to account for the diverse phenomena. Fully aware of
the dangers in any such procedure, Laidlaw ventures to advance the sug-